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Introduction
By PaulaScher |

As chikiren, mostgraphic designeys don’t knowthat they want to
be desig ners. They startout by making things. Theyare uninhibited
and uncritical. They draw from the heart. They draw the things they
love: Torses, taysoldiers -or conjure Up eomieberlchemcters or
€reste paper dolls with cefpllete wardrobes. They doodle inthei e sefveo]
noteboaks. They make up stories with their drawing,and someof them
are intensely personall later, whmthaey are fn Tigh schoells they become
krown for w“% “soedlatart? Theydraw portraitsof their classmates
or caricatures of thedr teachers, They make posters foe the schoolprom
orthe studentcouncil eleetions or the football rallies. They have found
their position in life. They go to eollege and becorme graphic designers.
Theyretaintheir passten for making thingsand stil dherish the notion
hattthey are “good atart? But thentheygraduate, go to work as
desighers, and begin toindithemselves fir avg%’ﬁom thedoedles and

crafEoftheir dh | Ty Become strateglsts, branding experts.
Wﬂ&mdmﬁnﬁ% anneg."lhey“eyengilmee i, © =

Theystop making things, il
and they never totally understand
howthat happened.

Debbie Millman isaprincipal of Sterls ngaBra nds. Sheisa
consumimafe branding expertwhohas worked on the identities some
of Amenicas biggestand most iconiceompanies, She i a planner;

a strat;gs&-,anﬁdl esigners She spends a ot of her lifein meckings,

Oron airplanes travelingto and from megtgzg She is dlso » popular
design commentato herown radio padeast, “ Design Matters?
Shels a dedicated educator & the School of Visual Arts, where she
pans the Masters i Branding program. If that isntenough, she fas
authored the bosks Brand Thinkifg and Other Noble Pursuits, Brand
Bibley and HowtoThink(1ike aGreat. Graphic Desgaes
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But Debbienever lost her passionfor raking things. Allthrough
‘éhath)msyLramﬂ‘ﬂmgcareef;s%em@i:faﬁw sand deawin w‘tt@:&he
same fiensity youd see inchildicen who wantio“be good atart”
nstead eftalang heraway-from hef passion, (her workass desgner
hodia huge influence en Ther ngvagebagsdd rawings and paimtings.
She Iad fallenin fove withthe artofthe word. 1n 2008, fnher beolk
Look et Weays:Mlstraled Essaysonthe Tntersectionaf Life a
Design, shepubliched her literary deedlles for the first time. She
combined insights and everyday life with ebsessive
band-drwm typ ography to credle 1 newform ofviswal poetry; a
21st-century silupinated manuscript.

Setageinst ber eecentric type,
Hhe essays are a brave, highly personal
form of communiestion,

Debbie goesa step farther in this new eollletion, Here, the
writing and fllumthatien ace even more persondl and eccentric. The
ettering @mpliments the message in 3 Wey that enforces the feellings
Hhet i, each piece of lettering seems o have been creatied)to express
tthe exact emotio nal Subject matterat hand. A designer knows Towto
dothis: to ranipulate 'ﬂ'ue visuall componers fn orderts evole the
appropriatefeeling It isa plenhad act, Butafine artist does it for
hersdlfs spontancouly, mﬁm adientora bifef. Debbie’s daborale
dwdﬂalrxave wofe § comien with Ed Fellla’s work thanwith editorfal
design. Thoughthey are illustrafives they are not illustrations but
wholly theirown, They existto demensttste and fluminate, but
ﬁlﬁr@mﬂ%@nﬁtg’n does not pake them easier fo read, Tmakes
Lher significantly more emotionallly resopant. These drawings are
@mmunicstion from the heart. And'they ape
and most honestform of communi :atigxxﬂ::rg‘ gbrﬁ\gst g
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