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SAINT-SAENS’S INTRODUCTION
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Originally written for violin and orchestra,
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KODANSHA COMICS Digital Edition

STORY AND ART BY NAOSHI ARAKAWA
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All rights reserved.
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Electronic Publishing rights for this English edition arranged through
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www.kodanshacomics.com

ISBN: 9781632361998
Digital Edition: 1.0.0
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When his mother died in the
autumn of his 12th year, piano
prodigy Kosei Arima lost his
ability to play. Without a purpose,
his days lost all color and
continued on in a drab monotone.
But in the spring when he was 14,
the boy met a girl. The cheerfully
violent, ill-tempered, and
exceptionally talented violinist
Kaori Miyazono has started to
change Kosei’s gray world.

\J S . .
%vKosei Arima

An ex-piano prodigy who lost his ability to
play when his mother died the autumn he
was 11. His meeting with Kaori leads him
to once again dedicate himself to the world
of music.

YOU'RE
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| supPORT-

' iNeroe |

. TODAY. /

¢ Tsubaki

The school softball team’s power
hitter. A longtime friend and
next-door neighbor of Kosei, She
believes that time has frozen for
him, and she helps Kaori in an
attempt to start it moving again.
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A violinist who is overwhelmingly
unique. By winning the audience favorite
award, she advanced to the second round
of the music competition. She asked Kosei
to accompany her on the piano.

...LOVE
IS sO
UNFAIR.

'z Ryota Watari

Captain of the soccer team and longtime
friend of Kosei and Tsubaki. Girls love
him, and he loves girls. People call him
superficial, but sometimes he says things
that are pretty deep.

Kaori made it past the preliminary
round of a music competition by winning the
audience favorite award. Her next assigned piece
was Saint-Saéns’s “Introduction and Rondo
Capriccioso,” and she ordered Kosei to be her
accompanist. X

Kosei confessed that he had a fatal Y,\ T
handicap: “When I concentrate on my perfor-
mance, | stop hearing the sound of the piano.”

But he was moved by Kaori’s tearful pleas and
agreed to accompany her in the competition.

The former prodigy has returned to the
stage. What kind of music will he and this girl
make together?
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Translation Notes

“Go on a journey,” page 23

Mozart once said, “I assure you, without travel, at least for people from the arts
and sciences, one is a miserable creature!” He also said, “A man of ordinary
talent will always be ordinary, whether he travels or not; but a man of superior
talent will go to pieces if he remains forever in the same place.” Either way, the
idea is that if Kaori and Kosei are talented musicians, they must go on a journey
or they will be miserable forever. And so, according to Kaori, Mozart is urging
them from beyond the grave to stand on the stage as part of their journey.

Dare You Bridge, page 120

The name of the bridge is Doryd Bridge, which sounds very much like Dokyo
Bridge. Dokyd means “bravery” or “grit.” It is usually translated to “guts,”
and refers to a person’s ability to remain undaunted in the face of whatever
challenge confronts them, such as jumping off a high bridge into a river. The
translators chose to render the bridge’s nickname as “Dare You Bridge,” in the
hopes that it would count as wordplay.

Gakuran, page 122

Here, Tsubaki is noticing the new school uniform Saito is sporting now that he’s
moved on to high school. It’s called a gakuran, and is noted for its button-down
jacket with a standing collar, a style that was originally imported from Europe.
The gaku refers to school or learning, while the ran refers to Western culture or
Western clothes, so together the name means “Western-style school clothes.”
The school year starts in April, and it’s not quite May in the story, so it makes
sense that she wouldn’t have seen him wearing his new uniform until now.

Ken Ken Pa, page 175

As the reader may have guessed from the pictures, Ken Ken Pa is a game

very much like Hopscotch. It’s so much like Hopscotch, in fact, that the rules
are almost exactly the same: first, draw circles on the ground as shown, then
throw a rock into one of the circles. Hop across the circles, and when you get
to the end, turn around and come back, picking up your rock on the way. One
difference is the chanting of “ken” and “pa.” “Ken” is for when you land with
one foot, and “pa” is for when you land with both (each in a different circle, of
course).
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